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LONGWICK-CUM-ILMER PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 

TUESDAY 21ST APRIL 2026 AT 7PM 
 

PRESENT: Cllr Smith (Chairman), Cllr Livingston (Vice Chairman), Cllr van Apeldoorn, Cllr Ayre, Cllr Gummer, and 
Cllr Greengrass. 
Tracey Martin (Clerk) 
19 members of the public present  
Buckinghamshire Councillors: Gary Hall and Matthew Walsh  
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME BY THE CHAIRMAN: Apologies were received from Cllr Pennell and Cllr 

Atkinson.   
 

2. APPROVAL OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING MINUTES HELD 15TH APRIL 2025: Approved. 
 

3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2025-2026: The Chairman read out his Chairmans report a copy of which can be found 
below and on the Parish Council website.  

 
4. BUCKINGHAMSHIRE WARD COUNCILLORS: Cllr Hall and Cllr Walsh handed out their report at the start of the 

meeting a copy of which can be found below.   
a. Cllr Walsh thanked Councillors and Chairman Cllr Smith for all the work in the Parish.  
b. Cllr Walsh noted that Longwick has experienced significant growth in recent years and reported that 

Buckinghamshire Councillors remain hopeful that no further large-scale housing allocations will be directed 
to Longwick or Princes Risborough. They intend to continue raising these concerns through the appropriate 
channels. Cllr Hall added that Longwick is a strong and thriving community, and it is important that future 
growth is carefully managed. 

c. Buses: An update was received from the Public Transport Team confirming that Oxfordshire County Council 
does not wish to work jointly with Buckinghamshire Council, and that the existing s.106 agreement contains 
strict limitations on how the funding may be used. As a result, revised proposals will be required.  
Buckinghamshire Councillors indicated that they would like to arrange a meeting between the Parish Council, 
local residents, and the Public Transport Team to discuss options. The Public Transport Team also advised 
that a double‑decker service along Longwick Road to Princes Risborough is not considered suitable due to 
bridge height constraints.  It was further noted that Haddenham Primary School is the primary feeder school 
for Princes Risborough, highlighting the genuine need for an appropriate bus service.  

d. Toucan Crossing: The scheme has now been fully costed and will be funded through s.106 contributions. 
The anticipated delivery timescale is within the next few years. 

e. Weight Restriction Chestnut Way: Cllr Hall raised the need to consider a weight restriction on Chestnut Way. 
He also reported experiencing difficulties while driving the Community Bus when meeting a large vehicle, 
requiring him to pull over to allow it to pass. A resident noted that two lorries travelling in opposite directions 
on the Lower Icknield Way are unable to pass safely, indicating that the issue extends beyond Chestnut Way 
alone. Concerns were also expressed about the volume of HGVs from a local business travelling through the 
Parish and the associated damage to the road surface. The planning agreement for the business will be 
reviewed to confirm whether the approved vehicle routes are being followed. It was also reported that a 
collision occurred earlier today at the junction of Chestnut Way and the Lower Icknield Way. 
 

5. OPEN FORUM – RESIDENTS RAISED THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS / CONCERNS:  
a. Zebra Crossing at the Thame End of the Village: Cllr Smith reported that this remains within the Parish 

Council’s current proposals. The scheme will not be a traditional zebra crossing but will provide an improved 
crossing point for pedestrians, and the proposal also includes the replacement of the existing VAS. Updated 
costings are expected to be available for the May meeting. 

b. Cllr Hall and Cllr Walsh clarified how Council Tax contributions are allocated across different services. They 
noted that a significant proportion is directed towards wellbeing‑related services, including health, social 
care, and transport provision for children.  

 
Cllr Smith thanked everybody for attending and the meeting was closed at 7.35pm.   

 
 

Chair..................................................................      Date...................................        
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2025/2026 

 
Introductory Remarks: 
Eleven months ago a completely new Council of 9 members, all representing shared values and aims, were elected to 
work directly for all of our Community for its  benefit and improvement. 
 
This time is an opportunity to reflect on the activity and achievement over that time. 
 
Importantly it will not be claimed that all issues from the recent past will have been completely resolved, nor, that there 
is not more which is to be achieved. However it should be seen that your Council has stimulated considerable 
beneficial action and direct involvement with residents and Buckinghamshire Council. 
 
Your Council decided that more effective and direct dialogue with residents was vital, and set out early to cement that 
as a priority. To that end we held an open Public Meeting in July which focussed much of our approach, and identified 
priorities.  In further action, our website has received a redesign, giving access to reports and information throughout 
the year, as and when it is made available. Additionally we have reinforced the communication by the production of a 
detailed monthly Newsletter and a Council Facebook page. Accordingly many of the things addressed in this report 
may have familiarity. 
 
Finance: 
Whilst we have a number of items which will still affect our year end we can present the following as our current 
situation: 
Opening Balance   £679,291.21 
Expenditure           £146.333.76 
Receipts                 £98,216.93 
Projected Closing Balance:   £631,174.38 
 
The Precept requirement for 2026/27 for Band D was increased from £39.04 to £40.60 which results in the Parish 
Council receiving £41,085.93. 
 
The annual increase was set at 4% vs a national average for England of 8.2%. 
 
No additional CIL Funds were received in the financial year and £53,675.31 was spent from that historical source of 
funding.  
 
Grant expenditure for the year amounts to £103.04, for groups supporting community projects and volunteering, and in 
addition we have held an accrual grant of £16,000 (subject to match funding) for the Longwick C of E School project to 
implement an ecologically friendly system for electricity generation and use. 
 
Planning:  
Your Council has received 41 applications for consideration during 2025-2026: 
Comments were made as appropriate and the following are the confirmed changes of status which occurred: 
Permitted     12      
Refused      4    
Details not required for submission   1       
Withdrawn      1 
Certificate granted for proposal of development  2    
Not to make tree preservation order   5 
Refuse detail Reserved by Condition   2     
Permit – detail Reserved by Condition   5 
Details required to be submitted   1  
Appeal allowed      1  
Appeal dismissed     3 
 
As per your Councils policy, applications are all considered in the light of our “Made” Neighbourhood Plan which is a 
position endorsed by both our Ward Councillors and local MP. 
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We have, in development, at present the new Bucks Local Plan, and we responded accordingly to the initial 
consultation on the first published draft. This response is included on our website information. 
 
We continue, at present, to be the target of speculative or opportunistic development proposals and our responses are 
published on our website as they occur, or within our normal Council meeting minutes. 
 
Neighbourhood Plan: 
We are aware that as our plan ages, it is less robust, and accordingly we have initiated a review and update process 
to reinforce its future resilience. Suitable budget has been made, provisionally, and we are grateful that a number of 
our residents and Councillors have agreed to work on this important project. 
 
Traffic and Transport: 
This thorny issue has been ongoing for a while and is still getting focus. The previous traffic calming plans were 
substantially subsumed by a focus on the new Toucan Crossing intended for the Sportsmans island junction in 
Longwick. We supported this development, investing circa £35k in a feasibility study, and the project could now move 
forward. Unfortunately we are not likely to see development in the immediate future. 
 
Your Council subsequently has sought other measures which can be implemented, subject to final cost approval, 
hopefully within the summer of this year. These measures will improve the situation for both the Thame Road in 
Longwick and the Stockwell Lane / Meadle position. 
 
Bus services are still under discussion and we are pressing for implementation, as funding is available. This initiative, 
however, rests with Bucks Council. 
 
Playing Field: 
Your Council responded to requests that this asset be better utilised with the restoration of the opportunity for team 
sport to be played. We therefore took action to restore the quality of the grass areas, through appropriate treatments 
and also to provide new football equipment for the use of our youngsters. We also took a policy decision that enables 
more “free use” of the grass area by our own residents and their families. 
 
Playground Facilities: 
We have taken advantage of available funding to extend the area for play equipment and install items which enable 
greater accessibility and appeal to wider age groups. Suitable maintenance and safety regimes have also been 
supported. 
 
The Council also organised and paid for two “Play in the Park” sessions for youngsters to enjoy in the summer 
holidays. 
 
Public Footpaths & Bridleways: 
In response to the public meeting consultation, we received overwhelming requests for major improvement of the 
bridleway / pathway which leads from the top of Walnut Tree Lane to the Phoenix Trail via the Bledlow Mill. We have 
therefore taken action to provide clearance and appropriate resurfacing which will enable better access and usage by 
pedestrians, push chairs, cyclists and wheelchair users as well as horse riders. Motorised vehicles will be prohibited 
unless authorised. 
 
General Community Areas: 

• The War Memorial received its full renovation and has been reinstalled. 

• All of the kissing gates on our Public footpaths have been examined and repaired as required. 

• We have improved the Dog Waste management in accord with Resident requests. 

• We have financed the installation of a further defibrillator in the Parish, at Meadle. 

• We have facilitated the protection & renovation of the verges and Village Green in Ilmer, as well as arranging for 
village entrance gates and signage, for traffic slowing, to be installed. 

• We have finalised, and paid for, the legal acquisition of the Owlswick Village Green, for the Parish.  

• We have launched a Photographic competition designed to help enhance the image of Longwick-Cum-Ilmer as a 
typical English Rural Community, with a distinct character and image, making it “Special”. 

• We have funded 6 new Picnic tables for villager use at local events. 
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Thanks: 
We set out last May saying that there were only 9 of us and we would need volunteers and help to achieve the change 
wanted. That position remains, but it is appropriate that we thank so many who have shown both support and interest 
in what we have been doing. We regularly have a strong resident presence at our meetings and that involvement is 
encouraging. 
 
As we started, we  had to pick up the VE Day celebration at short notice, and whilst the previous Council had put most 
arrangements in place, we found ourselves lacking in delivery of a catering facility and also children’s entertainment 
promised – it would be remiss of us as a Council,  not to recognise a number of long term residents and our 
Councillors, who rallied round , at short notice, to help the setting up of the day and ensure we did have the required 
services to guarantee a successful celebration,  which was also supported by the presence of our MP Greg Smith and 
our Ward Councillors Mat Walsh and Gary Hall. 
 
Thanks, are also due to a Councillor and a resident who do a wonderful job presenting our “Flower Adorned” planters 
at the entrances to Longwick. 
 
We also need to recognise, and thank, a happy band of about 30 residents and Councillor who act as our Litter 
Picking Group, doing much to keep our surroundings pleasant. 
 
In addition, each year we can offer thanks to Penns Nursery and the ladies of Longwick Ladies WI for helping us to 
celebrate the Christmas Festival at the Village Hall sing along. 
 
One other mention at this point, generous thanks are due to our Councillor (s) and his team of residents who 
participated and organised, again, our Annual Remembrance Day Service at the War Memorial. A moving Service, 
well conducted and with due reverence. 
 
There are others who help, so any missed, please forgive – we are grateful. Our Community will not prosper without 
these valuable and supportive contributors. 
 
Finally, thanks are due to all Councillor colleagues for their support and good work, and especially to our hard working 
and diligent Parish Clerk, Tracey Martin, who does a great job at keeping us on the straight and narrow. 
 
Going Forward: 
As mentioned at the outset there is plenty still to be done: 

• Playing Field new perimeter pathway 

• Traffic Calming measures: costing agreement and delivery before summer is out 

• Community Development: Social and Youth opportunities, New junior football club, a Community Hub / Pop Up 
Café 

• Our response to Bucks Local Plan (July): A follow up Public Meeting 

• Neighbourhood Plan: Update / Upgrade 
 
If YOU CAN HELP in any way please come forward – We also have a Councillor vacancy to fill. 
 
 
Keith Smith 
Chair – Longwick-Cum-Ilmer Parish Council 20025-2026 
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Annual Report to Longwick cum Ilmer Parish Council  
Annual Meeting 

Cllrs Gary Hall and Matthew Walsh 
 
Over recent months, Gary and I have been actively engaged in responding to two significant planning applications 
affecting Longwick, both of which raise serious concerns for the future of the village. 

 
From the outset, we have taken a clear and consistent position: development in Longwick must remain plan-led 
and aligned with the adopted Longwick-cum-Ilmer Neighbourhood Plan. Both applications propose substantial 
development outside the defined settlement boundary and on sites that are not allocated within the Plan. As such, 
we have submitted formal objections on robust planning grounds. 

 
We have worked closely with Parish Councillors, residents, and planning officers to ensure that the full weight of 
local concerns is properly reflected. This has included detailed representations highlighting conflicts with the 
Neighbourhood Plan, the cumulative scale of growth already experienced in Longwick, and the clear infrastructure 
constraints facing the village particularly highways, drainage, and local services. 

 
Given the scale and implications of these proposals, we have also formally requested that both applications be 
called in for determination by the Planning Committee, so they can be 
considered transparently and in full.  Alongside this, it is important that we look ahead. Work on 
the next stage of the Neighbourhood Plan will be critical in strengthening the village’s position and ensuring 
policies remain up to date. 

 
In parallel, we have also been working with officers to address the ongoing challenges around bus provision in 
Longwick. This remains a complex issue, with constraints including restrictive Section 106 wording, infrastructure 
limitations such as road layout and bridge heights, and wider funding pressures. Previous options to extend existing 
services have not progressed, and alternative solutions are now being explored. While there is no quick fix, work is 
ongoing to identify both interim and longer-term improvements, including potential integration into the wider network 
and upgrades to local bus stop infrastructure. 

 
Matt Barbour and Greg Smith MP visited Longwick on 20 February 2026 to meet with Gary Hall and me, alongside 
Keith and Alan from the Parish Council, to discuss ongoing concerns around road safety and speeding within the 
village. The visit provided an opportunity to 
highlight first-hand the issues residents continue to raise, particularly along key routes such as the 
Thame Road and surrounding roads where traffic speeds and volumes remain a concern. We 
were able to demonstrate the challenges on the ground and discuss potential measures, including traffic calming, 
improved crossings, and enforcement options. We will continue working with partners to ensure these concerns are 
taken seriously and that practical solutions are progressed. 
 
In addition to this, we have been working with Longwick-cum-Ilmer Parish Council and Buckinghamshire Council 
to improve pedestrian and cyclist safety along the B4009 Lower Icknield Way. The Parish Council has funded a 
feasibility study, undertaken by AtkinsRéalis, to explore the delivery of a Toucan Crossing at this location. That 
work is now complete and recommends a signalised crossing, alongside wider improvements including upgraded 
footways and shared-use paths to better connect the village. 
 
This is an important step forward. Not only would the crossing improve day-to-day safety for residents, but it also 
helps futureproof the area by supporting longer-term walking and cycling links, including connections towards the 
Princes Risborough expansion area. A high-level cost estimate of approximately £240,000 has been identified, with 
a clear opportunity to fund the scheme through existing Section 106 contributions. The  
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project is now moving into the next stage of design and delivery planning, and we will continue to work with officers 
to progress it as quickly as possible. 
 
Alongside these larger issues, it has also been a pleasure to be out in the community. Earlier this month I was 
delighted to visit Longwick School to present eco certificates to pupils, recognising their fantastic efforts and 
commitment to sustainability. Gary has also recently joined the Risborough Area Community Bus as a volunteer 
driver here in Longwick, helping to support this important local service. 
 
We also recognise ongoing concerns around traffic movements within the village, and we agree that Chestnut Way 
should be considered for a 7.5 tonne weight limit to help address these issues. 


